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GENERAL NOTES 
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PARABOS DODSON1 BARBOUR AND SCHULTZ: A Correction 
A Bos-like animal, Parabos dodsoni, was recently described by Barbour and Schultz 
(1941, "A New Fossil Bovid from Nebraska", Bull. Univ. Nebr. State Museum, Vol. II, 
No. 7, pp. 63-66, Figs. 24-27, December) as a new genus and species from the Pleistocene of 
Nebraska. Attention has been called to the writers by Dr. E. H. Colbert of the American 
Museum of Natural History that the name Parabos is preoccupied. Parabos was intro- 
duced as a generic name by C. Arambourg and J. Piveteau (1929, "Note preliminaire sur un 
Ruminant du Pliocene inferieur du Roussillon," C. R. Bull. Soc. Geol. de France, 4th Ser., 
XXIX, pp. 144-146). Unfortunately the reference was missed by the present writers as 
well as by the editors of the Zoological Record (1929-1939). 
The writers propose the name Platycerabos to replace Parabos for the new American 
bovid. The corrected designation would thus be Platycerabos dodsoni (Barbour and 
Schultz). 
The occurrence of a Bos-like form from the Pleistocene of North America is unique. It 
has long been thought that the migration of true bovines from Asia to North America during 
the Pleistocene was limited to Bison, but the discovery of Platycerabos dodsoni has altered 
this belief.-ERWIN HINCKLEY BARBOUR AND C. BERTRAND SCHULTZ, University of Nebraska 
State Museum, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
THE WESTERN RED FOX IN SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO 
On January 28, 1942 a Western Red Fox (Vulpes macroura) was accidentally caught by 
Cecil A. Kennedy on the San Andres National Wildlife Refuge, located in the San Andres 
Mountains of Dona Ana County, south-central New Mexico. Bailey (N. Amer. Fauna 
No. 53, 1931, pp. 296 and 297) records this fox from northern New Mexico and also from the 
Mogollon Mountains in the western part of the state. This last observation was "at about 
8,000 feet at the junction of the Transition and the Canadian Zones." The observations 
from northern New Mexico include the higher elevations with one den being recorded from 
12,400 feet. 
The San Andres specimen, however, was caught on a ridge at about 5,500 feet elevation. 
The vegetation at this point is distinctly Sonoran and composed in part of rosinweed 
(Viguiera sp.) sotol (Dasylirion wheeleri), yucca (Yucca sp.), prickly pear (Opuntia sp.), 
side oats grama (Bouteloua curtipendula), and hairy grama (B. hirsuta). 
The skull and skin were sent to Dr. H. H. T. Jackson and Major E. A. Goldman of the 
Washington office staff of the Fish and Wildlife Service, who kindly identified the specimen. 
It has been suggested that this animal may have escaped from captivity and that it may not 
be native to this area. The local ranchers, however, assert that they have known of red 
foxes for many years and expressed surprise that we had not before seen one. Townsend 
(Science, XXII, 1893, pp. 313-315) mentions that "red and silver foxes (Vulpes spp.)" occur 
in the Organ Mountains, a range south of and connecting with the San Andres Mountains. 
The rather isolated locality in which the animal was caught also lends credence to the 
theory that this species may be a resident of this desert mountain range.-ARTHUR F. 
HALLORAN, San Andres National Wildlife Refuge, Las Cruces, New Mexico. 
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